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Learning Goals 

1.    Students will be able to see the variety of ways that one can help an individual who is 
being oppressed. 

2.   Students will recognize the difference one person can make in the life of another. 

3.   Students will add to their understanding of what it takes to be an Upstander. 

 

Intro and discussion guide for watching the film 

(additional information about the history of Aboriginals in Australia and their fight for recognition 
and rights should be provided as appropriate for the students)  
 
In the film “The Ties that Bind” - Moshe Fiszman, a Holocaust survivor, tells Uncle Boydie, the 
nephew of William Cooper, that he can’t believe that the Aborigines would come down and 
protest at the German Consulate when they themselves were “not treated as others by the 
Australian government.” Moshe continues “The Aborigines could feel it - because they 
themselves were subjected to a lot of problems…”  This film is a record of a meeting between 
these two men in 2016 to discuss their experiences and the parallels in them. Let’s watch it. 
 
Post Film -  
 
When a group is being oppressed, it often relies on the help of those not in the group to survive 
and escape persecution. During the Holocaust, Jews in many countries were helped by their 
non-Jewish neighbors and friends - and often by complete strangers. These people were 
motivated by many things - religious conviction that what was being done was wrong and 
needed to be resisted, friendship and love, a shared humanity that made not helping not even a 
possibility, past favors being returned and a shared resistance to the Nazis, Hitler and fascism 
in whatever form it was in their country. These individuals have earned the distinction of 
“Righteous Gentile” or “Righteous among the Nations” from Yad Vashem. To earn this title, one 
must have acted out of altruism - this means that there was no reward, or payment for what they 
did. These people almost always acted at great risk to themselves and their families. If caught, 
they, along with the Jews they were helping, would be likely shot on sight. The vast majority - in 
fact almost all - of these Righteous lived in countries were the Holocaust was happening. They 
were giving material aid to Jews in their country, town, village, neighborhood. Some were from 
countries not directly impacted, but they were serving in a diplomatic capacity in those countries 
- Ambassadors Sugihara and De Sousa Mendes come to mind. Each of these men wrote 
hundreds of illegal visas so Jews could escape to a safer place.  
 
William Cooper is also considered a Righteous Gentile. He has a tree at Yad Vashem alongside 
those of Irena Sendler, Schindler, and other well known and lesser known rescuers of Jews. 
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The Jews of Australia were not many, and they were not at risk.It is William Coopers actions, as 
an individual, as a member of a disenfranchised group himself, that have earned him this 
distinction. While other groups in Australia may have spoken out and called for Germany to 
cease its inhumane treatment of Jews, they were usually motivated by a connection to those 
being persecuted - and all of them, other than the Aboriginal League - were full citizens, with full 
rights in their country. Unions protested the persecution of unions, communists and other 
political groups - which likely included Jews but they were not the first concern. Discussion of 
providing a haven for Jewish refugees is peppered with mentions of their hard working attitude, 
assumed wealth, and the benefit they would have to Australia as settlers in all that open land - 
likely taken from those Cooper represented. That Cooper raised 1800 signatures in six weeks 
from the Aboriginal community is a striking display of their sense of a shared fate with the Jews 
of Europe. Of their awareness of what could happen when you were seen as less than human. 
Of their desire to prevent the Jews from suffering what they themselves suffered. William 
Cooper stood to gain nothing from his actions. He had no connection to the Jews of Europe. He 
likely had never met a Jew. But he knew what it was like to be persecuted based on one’s racial 
or ethnic identity and did not wish that on anyone else.  
 
Project - (instruction sheet provided separately)  
Righteous Gentile Article Walk - Each student will use the Yad Vashem website’s resources to 
learn about a number of Righteous Gentiles. They will research the motivations, actions and 
outcomes of these individuals and compare them. They will then reflect on the shared aspects, 
as well as the differences to think about what it took to help Jews and how different people 
responded based on their circumstances and abilities. Students could all learn about William 
Cooper and compare others to him so that the difference between those “on site” and the 
actions of Cooper are made clear. Final work is an essay. Students can present their findings 
and share details of the stories they learned with their classmates if time allows. If this is done, a 
final reflective essay on a broader group of Righteous can be assigned. Students can track on 
their classmates presentations with a chart to fill in during the sharing.  
 
 
Other possible post film lessons/discussions  

- What other protests happened 
- What was the impact of this protest - why?  
- How do we focus on our similarities and not our differences so we can be better allies 

and help combat prejudice? 
- Were the reasons for Jewish and Aborigine oppression related/similar/rooted in the 

same ideologies? 
- Why has this protest gained a mythic reputation 

https://foreignminister.gov.au/speeches/Pages/2010/kr_sp_101212a.aspx?ministerid=2  
 
https://www.gandelphilanthropy.org.au/2018/05/uncle-william-coopers-human-rights-legacy-imm
ortalised-in-shepparton/  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0bpzZZKLdc  
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